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According to Oxford Hornby 
(1995) music is succinctly defined as the 
arrangement of sounds in a pleasing 
sequence in combination to be sung or 
played on instrument. Furthermore, Okpala 
(1996) stated that, “music is a process by 
which human being relate to one another 
through transmission of information, ideas, 
emotions, thoughts, norms, concepts and 
feelings among themselves. Music is the 
centre piece of life which gives human life 
a meaning and makes his existence worth 
its value. Being the heart of life, music 
functions like the centre of life in man. 
Music determines man’s international 
achievement and all that he becomes of it, 
dictates the tune of life as well as  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
characterize the pattern of life and extend 
of development in any society. It is music 
that defines an individual, group, people 
and society in general. It is always present 
in man (from cradle to gave) being 
Omnipresent and ubiquitous. It permeates 
all human conditions. This means that it is 
only through music (as a process 
socialization) that human beings relate to 
themselves interact with one another, share 
from one another’s problem, enjoyment 
and organize their environment to make it 
conducive to living.  
 
What is Music Education? 

Music Education as stated by Agu 
(2009) refers to school programmes 
designed to teach students to make music 
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and listen to music. Music is one of the 
oldest valuable artistic forms in the 
tradition of human societies. In Nigeria, it 
constitutes a rich, varied and vital 
functioning part of traditional culture. The 
prominent position it occupies in the social 
lives of Nigeria lays credence to the fact 
that it could be useful in generating 
development in the society. He stated 
further that Education could be used to 
mean a process, a disciple or product. It 
qualifies as a process, when it is used as a 
means of achieving self objectives, 
whether in the school, family or elsewhere; 
as a disciple, it could be a course of study 
and as a product, it equips its client with 
certain attributes with which he/she can be 
recognized. Education as a discipline has 
music as a course of study in Nigerian 
Schools. Ajamgbe (2009), Education is 
very important to the development of any 
nation, because it trains and produces 
people with the much needed manpower 
(capacity building) making people become 
resourceful. Education develops people 
with talents and creativity. It helps us to 
attend self actualization. Webster (1961) 
stated that Education is the process of 
training and developing knowledge, skill 
mind and character; so with Education, one 
gets employment, sustains his living 
standard, gets good health and 
psychological stability.  
 
What is Entertainment? 

Hornby (1995) defined 
entertainment as the action of entertaining 
or the process of being entertained. It is a 
process of attaining psychological 
excitement, filled up with happy playtimes. 

Marth Luther as noted in Agu (2009) 
stated, I wish to see all arts, principally 
music as a fair and glorious gift of God. I 
would not for the world forget my humble 
share of music. Singers are never 
sorrowful but are merry and smile through 
their troubles in songs. Music makes 
people kind, gentle and reasonable. I am 
strongly persuaded that after theology, 
there is no art that can be placed on a level 
capable of affording peace and joy of the 
heart, the devil flees before the sound of 
music almost as before the word of God. 
Metaphysically, the devil forgets himself, 
whenever he is being entertained by a 
combination of rhythms and harmonized 
played tunes.  
 
Features of Music Education & 
Entertainment  

Music is a crucial part for many 
people all over the globe. It is probably the 
best and most creative way in which we 
can express our feelings. It is used in 
almost all parts of our life. Some people 
consider music as a hobby, some as a pass 
time, and some as a serious full profession. 
Nowadays, more people prefer to learn 
music. This is because people have 
realized the importance of music education 
in life. This has been why since music 
education has been given an importance 
place in schools and colleges. As the name 
suggests, music education is the learning 
of all aspects of music as a separate field 
altogether. It consists of theoretical 
knowledge as well as practical experience. 
The main components of music education 
is everything from the history of music, 
musicians who have reached a respectable 
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level, basic notes of music, different types 
of music, type of musical instruments, 
music theory, music composition, reading 
music notations, and many other things 
about music. If you are wondering why is 
music education important in schools, you 
need to know that it plays a significant role 
in improving the academic performance of 
students. 
 
Develops Playing Skills Early 

Music education is very important 
in schools because is helps children 
develop the skill at a very early age. This 
contributes to the child becoming a music 
prodigy if he takes it seriously. As the 
child starts learning music from an early 
age, by the time he becomes a youngster, 
he would turn out to be a proficient 
musician. He can use his talent for many 
purposes such as teaching other students, 
being a music teacher, or using his musical 
talent to earn his living.  
 
Improves Concentration in Studies  

According to a survey conducted 
on elementary schools and high schools, 
students who were taught music and had a 
good interest at it academically performed 
far better than those who were not into 
music learning. If students were given 
music education, they naturally tend to do 
better in subjects like science and 
mathematics. In addition, it was also 
proven that those who bunked classes and 
played a musical instrument did not at all 
perform poorly in their academics. 
 
 
 

Peaceful Living  
It is also a proven fact that students 

who had the knowledge of and interest in 
music tended to plan and organize actions 
efficiently in their personal lives. Many 
schools who have music education have 
concluded that music education students 
have a good discipline at schools as well as 
at home. And it is economically believed 
that musicians are peace loving people, 
and do not get aggressive. Children 
learning music are found to be fun loving 
and are great at interacting with others, as 
a means of entertainment.    
 
Personal Satisfaction and Stress Relief  

Music education in schools also 
benefits the students emotionally, as 
majority of students are satisfied and 
happy about learning music or playing a 
musical instrument. Good music education 
students do have a sense of personal 
achievement. A notable benefit of music 
education is that it is used as a stress 
reliever, considering a student’s study 
routine. It has been observed that when a 
student gets bored or stressed out with 
studies, he listens to music or starts playing 
an instrument. 
 
Relationship of Music Education & 
Entertainment and the Realization of 
Music  

In 2001, recognizing the need to 
assist improvised nations more 
aggressively, UN member states adopted 
the Millennium Development Goals with 
an aim, to spur development by improving 
social and economic conditions in the 
world’s poorest countries of which Nigeria 
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is one. The Millennium Development 
Goals were developed out of eight chapters 
of the United Nations Millennium 
Declaration signed in September 2000. 
There are eight goals with 21 targets and a 
series of measurable indicator for each 
target.  
 
Goal 1: Eradicate Extreme Poverty and 
Hunger 
Target 1A: Halve the proportion of people 
living in less than $1 a day.  

 Proportion of population below $1 
per day (PPP values)  

 Poverty gap ration (incidence x 
depth of poverty)  

 Share of poorest quintile in 
National Consumption  

Target 1B: Achieve Employment for 
women, Men and Young people 

 GDP Growth per employed person  
 Employment Rate  
 Proportion of employed population 

below $1 per day (PPP values)  
 Proportion of family-based worriers 

in employed population   
 
Target 1C: Halve the proportion of people 
who suffer from hunger  

 Prevalence of underweight 
children under five years of 
age  

 Proportion of population 
below minimum level of 
dietary energy 
consumption. 

 
 

Goals 2: Achieve Universal Primary 
Education  

Target 2A: By 2015, all children 
can complete a full course of primary 
schooling  
 Enrollment in primary education  
 Completion of primary education  
 Literacy of 15-24 years old, female 

and male  
 

Goals 3: Promote Gender Equality and 
Empower Women  

Target 3A: Eliminate gender 
disparity in primary and secondary 
Education Preferably by 2005 and at all 
level by 2015 
 Rations of girls and boys in primary, 

secondary and tertiary education  
 Share of women in wage employment 

in the non-agricultural sector  
 Proportion of seats held by women in 

national parliament.  
 
Goal 4: Reduce Child Mortality  
Target 4A: Reduce by two-thirds, between 
1990-2015, the under-five mortality rate  
 Under five mortality rate  
 Infant (under 1) mortality rate  
 Proportion of 1 yr old children 

immunized against measles.  
 
Goal 5: Improve Maternal Health  
Target 5A: Reduce by three quarters, 
between 1990 and 2015, the maternal 
mortality ratio  
 Maternal mortality rate  
 Proportion of births attended by skilled 

health personnel  
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Target 5B: Achieve, by 2015, Universal 
access to reproductive health  
 Contraceptive prevalence ratio  
 Adolescent birth rate  
 Antenatal care coverage (at least 

one visit and at least 4 visits  
 Unmet need for family planning 

 
Goal 6: Combat HIV/AIDS, Malaria & 
other Diseases  
Target 6A: Have halted by 2015 and began 
to reverse the spread of HID/AIDS  
 HIV Prevalence among population 

aged 15-24 years  
 Condom use at least high-risk six  
 Proportion of population aged 15-

14 years with comprehensive 
correct knowledge of HIV/AIDS  

 Ration of school attendance of 
orphans to school attendance of 
non-orphans aged 10-14 years  

Target 6B: Achieve, by 2010, Universal 
access to treatment for HIV/AIDS for all 
those who need it.  
 Proportion of population with 

advanced HIV infection with access 
antiretroviral drugs  

Target 6C: Have halted by 2015 and began 
to reverse the incidence of malaria and 
other major diseases.  
 Prevalence and death rates 

associated with malaria  
 Proportion of children under 5 

sleeping under insecticide treated 
bed nets  

 Population of children under 5 with 
fever who are treated with 
appropriate anti-malaria drugs  

 Prevalence and death rates 
associated with tuberculosis  

 Proportion of tuberculosis detected 
and cured under DOTs (Directly 
Observed Treatment Short Course)  

 
Goal 7: Ensure Environmental 
Sustainability  
Target 7A: Integrate the principles of 
sustainable development into country 
policies and programmes; reverse loss of 
environmental resources.   
Targeted 7B Reduce biodiversity loss, 
achieving by, 2010 a significant reduction 
in the rate of loss.  
  Proportion of land area covered 

forest  
 CO2 emission, total, per centre and 

per $1 CDP (PPP) 
 Consumption of Ozone-depleting 

substances 
 Proportion of first Stock within safe 

biological limits  
 Proportion of terrestrial and marine 

areas protected  
 Proportion of species threatened 

with extinction  
Target 7C: Halve, by 2015, the proportion 
of people without sustainable access to 
safe drinking water and basic sanitation  
 Proportion of population with 

sustainable access to an improved 
water source, urban and rural  

 Proportion of urban population with 
improved sanitation.  

Target 7D: By 2010, to have 
achieved a significant improvement in the 
lives of at least 100 million slum-dwellers.  
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 Proportion of urban population 
living in slum  

 
Goal 8: Develop a Global Partnership 
for Development  
Target 8A: Develop further an open, rule-
based, predictable, non-discriminatory, 
trading and financed system  
 Includes a commitment to good 

governance, development and 
poverty reduction-both nationally 
and internationally,  

Target 8B: Address the special needs of 
the Least Developed Countries (LDC)  
 Includes: Tariff and quota free 

access for LDC exports, enhanced 
programme of debt relief for HIPC 
and cancellation of official bilateral 
debt; and more generous ODA 
(Overseas Development Assistance) 
for countries committed to poverty 
reduction. 

 
Target 8C: Address the special 

needs of land locked developing countries 
and small Island developing states  
 Though the programme of Action for 

the sustainable development of small 
Island developing states and the 
outcome of the twenty-second 
special session of the General 
Assembly. 

Target 8D: Deal comprehensively with the 
debt problems of developing countries 
through national and international 
resources in order to make debt sustainable 
in the long term. 
 

The fundamental issue is how will 
Music Education and Entertainment help 
in the actualization of these set goals with 
its underlining targets. The federal 
Government of Nigeria in her National 
Policy in Education (1998) included Music 
Education as one of the core subjects to be 
taught in schools to help inculcate aesthetic 
values in our students and society. Perhaps, 
the actualization of the fact that music 
education is at the core of human life and 
development as an essential ingredient of 
our daily life and existence. The intrinsic 
value of music for the development of any 
society is greatly recognized in our culture 
set up that make up our daily life. Indeed, 
every society uses Music Education and 
Entertainment to bring into realization 
ideas, policies and programmes that will be 
of social benefit. The importance of Music 
Education to our economy and social 
development are without doubt and the 
value of entertainment in shaping social 
culture and development are greatly 
evident today.   
 
Relationships  
(1) Goal 1: Eradicate Extreme 

Poverty and Hunger  
Agu (2009) opined that recent research 
findings by new commission on the skills 
of the American Workforce showed that 
high earnings are not just associated with 
people who have high technical skills. In 
fact, mastery of the arts and humanities is 
just as closely correlated with high 
earnings and that will continue to be true. 
The products of Music Education and 
Entertainment, the Tuface Idibia, P Square 
and many others in their class, not to talk 
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of the choral group of the likes of His 
Highness Prof. Laz Ekwueme, these 
musical groups earn good revenue from 
their work of art. They are not only self 
employed but employers of labour 
considering the number of people that 
make up these musical bands.  
 
(2) Goal 2: Achieve Universal 

Primary Education  
Anyadike (2002), noted that every human 
society is an enterprise of world building. 
Religion occupies a destructive place in the 
enterprises, students as individual person 
undergo a process of grooming for a 
proper integration into the society, make 
contribution to and demands from the 
enterprise the Church is the formal 
institution after the family that the child is 
introduced to he/she starts with colourful 
biblical pictures and the recital of some 
Christian songs and chorals. In the school, 
the nursery/early part of his primacy 
education, the first form of formal 
education are musical in nature, it attracts 
the child to love education, as it equally 
helps him/her to be attuned with his 
creature, the Almighty God. We can see 
that musical education lay a very good 
foundation for teaching & learning e.g. 36 
states and capital. A,B,C,D and their 
multiplication table.  
 
(3) Goal 3: Promote Gender Equality 

& Empower Women  
The use of musical Education and 

Entertainment in the mobilization of the 
women folk by the Nigeria 1st Lady, Dame 
Patience Jonathan in her political Pet 
Project Women in Nigeria, as a means of 

using music education and entertainment 
through the organized women choral 
groups to mobilize political support for her 
husband and female politicians who are 
vying for political office other than that of 
the President. The programme saw the 
birth of many women choral groups and 
creation of the much need structural 
balance between the women and the male 
folks.  
 
(4) Goal 4: Reduce child Reduce 
Mortality  
During Ante-natal sessions of pregnant 
mother, songs are taught them by the 
Nurses and Mid-wives, trying to tell or 
inform the expectant mother what she 
should be doing upon the arrival of the 
baby and routine health care procedures. It 
is noted that music reduces stress and 
anxiety of patients in surgical holding 
rooms, even among little and older 
individuals alike.   
 
(5) Goal 5: Improve Maternal Health  

The recent displays on our different 
televisions by the society for family health 
and parenthood in ways of improving our 
maternal health, an example is their 
programme on child spacing (family 
planning), use of contraceptive which is 
being greatly advocated for by some 
leading pharmaceutical companies and 
health non-government agencies. 
 
(6) Goal 6: Combat HIV/AIDS, 

Malaria & Other Disease  
The advertisement of the Gold Circle 
condom branded “zip up” which 
encourages the use of condom, if you must 
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have sex with more than one woman, and 
the malaria advert of a man playing game 
with a mosquito and may others, have not 
only been made possible by the adaption of 
music education and entertainment into the 
passage of their information, but have 
attract a lot of interest and audience from 
the Nigerian populates, the young and old 
alike. 
 
Conclusion  

Music Education and 
Entertainment lays a very good foundation 
to a successful realization of MDGs. The 
development of every nation is done by the 
people living in it. The realization of the 
MDGs can only be achieved by a nation 
under a conducive environment Ajamgbe 
(2000) stated that music provides serenity; 
soft music played while on duty brings 
calmness, removes boredom of long 
journey and helps an individual to operate 
at its best on a given task. All work and no 
play makes lack a dull boy; it is only when 
one is very sound in his/her health, 
physically and psychologically that he can 
develop his nation. 
 
Recommendations  

Music Education and 
Entertainment plays a vital role in the 
development of an individual and the 
nation. Government should help to create 
awareness in the development of Music 
Education and Entertainment as a means of 
eliminating hungry, poverty and creation 
of multi-media awareness for the 
progressive developing the country by 
2015.The performing Musical Association 
of Nigeria (PMAN) and the Association of 

Music Educators should be encouraged by 
means of financial assistance, training, the 
provision of adequate infrastructure, 
instruments and the setting of up a musical 
academic.       
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